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that glass could be removed, as " the house is perfect without glass."
Substitutes for glass were more usual, such as oiled canvas or wood
shutters, which could be closed in cold weather. At Stokesay may
be seen the reveals in which such wooden shutters fitted.

Another thirteenth-century house of interest is Little Wenham
Hall, Suffolk (f. 1260-90), reputed to be the first example of mediaeval
brickwork in England. The introduction of brickwork into
England was perhaps due to the Low Countries, where the craft
already flourished. It is unlikely that bricks were imported, at
least in any quantity. More often craftsmen were brought over
and clay was dug and baked on or near the site. Bricks had, of
course, been used in Roman times, though of more tile-like pro-
portions. Early mediaeval bricks varied greatly in ske and were

usually thin, though not so thin
as the Roman variety.

Castle design made a great
advance during the century,
though it never equalled the
elaboration of French examples,
which in turn owed much to
the Middle East. The twelfth-
century system of defence by
court after court, culminating
in the great tower, began to
fell out of favour, and became
further discredited by the fall
of Chateau Gaillard (1204), the
defenders of which were driven
from court to court and did not
even attempt to hold the tower
itself. The great tower or donjon now began to diminish in
importance in favour of the outer walls or ** curtain," until in the
late century the whole castle had become virtually a great tower in
itself. At first the walls were stiffened with occasional towers
wherever they seemed particularly open to attack, but in the fully
developed castle, such as Conway or Carnarvon (34), these towers
were placed systematically, so thatnoftretch of wall was unprotected
by flanking fire. Added to this came the development of the
** barbican/* or protected gateway, with double doors and portcullis
eaclosing a space commanded from above. The earlier part of the
century tnay be represented by the gateways of Rockingham or
Bamweli Castles; the later by those of the Welsh castles, or by
Walmgate Bar, York.

Cooway aad Carnarvon represented a development on which little
advance seemed possible. Scientifically planned, immensely strong;
and with two entrances from either of which sorties could be made,
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